


Gypsy  is a 1959 musical with music by Jule Styne, lyrics by Stephen        

Sondheim, and a book by Arthur Laurents. Gypsy is loosely based on the 1957 
memoirs of Gypsy Rose Lee, the famous striptease artist, entitled Gypsy: Memoirs 
wn(Iumzqki³{(Uw{|(Kmtmjzi|ml([|zqxxmz and focuses on her mother, Rose, whose 
name has become  synonymous with "the ultimate show business mother."  
 
Gypsy tells the story of the dreams and efforts of one hungry, powerhouse of a 
woman to get her two daughters into show business.  It follows the dreams and  
efforts of Rose to raise two daughters to perform onstage and casts an affectionate 
eye on the hardships of show business life. The character of Louise is based on 
Lee, and the character of June is based on Lee's sister, the actress June Havoc.  
 
Gypsy q{( niuw}{( nwz( pmtxqvo( ti}vkp( t¢zqkq{|( [|mxpmv( [wvlpmqu³{( kizmmz4( ivl(((((((
features a book by Arthur Laurents that is widely considered to be one of the  
kti{{qk(m¡iuxtm{(wn(i(|zilq|qwvit(´jwws(u}{qkit6µ(I|(|pm(pmiz|(wn(|pm((u}{qkit(q{(|pm(
gregarious Rose, whose journey made critic Frank Rich call Gypsy4(´Jzwil i¢³{(
own brassy, unlikely answer to King Lear 6µ 
 
The musical features songs that have become standards of the musical theatre  
kivwv4(qvkt}lqvo(´[wum(Xmwxtm4µ(´Tm|(Um(Mv|mz|iqv(aw}4µ(´Zw{m³{(\}zv4µ(ivl(|pm(
show-{|wxxqvo(´M~mz¢|pqvo³{(Kwuqvo(]x(Zw{m{µ6( 
 
It is frequently considered one of the crowning achievements of the mid -twentieth 
century's conventional musical theatre art form. Gypsy has been referred to as the 
greatest American musical by numerous critics and writers, among them Ben 
Jziv|tm¢(  pw(  zw|m( µ pi|( ui¢( jm( |pm( ozmi|m{|( wn( itt( Iumzqkiv( u}{qkit{666*6((((((((((((((
Theater critic Clive Barnes wrote that " Gypsy is one of the best of musicals..." and 
described Rose as "one of the few truly complex characters in the American               
musical."  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gypsy_Rose_Lee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rose_Thompson_Hovick


This musical started over two years ago, when I began 
lq{k}{{qvo(|pm(xzw{xmk|(wn(lqzmk|qvo(q|6(\pq{(q{v³|(r}{|(i(
musical about an overbearing stage mother. It is a story 
of three strong women that come into their own lives. It 
is a story based on truth, but a story that delves much 
further into relationships with parents and children,        
lovers, and the characters themselves.   

 

The underlying theme of Gypsy for me, is that each          
kpizik|mz(zmn}{m{(|w(|ism(´VWµ(nwz(iv(iv{ mz6(\pm¢(mikp(
take their own path, with different outcomes. In real life, 
Gypsy was known for her wit and style. She toured the 
talk show circuit and loved to connect with people. She 
rose above her background and made a life for herself.  
 

Micheal Harris -Kiser Director  



 
It is such a privilege to be in this musical.  Gypsy has stood the test of 

time, for 65 years, and has often been referred to as the greatest  

musical ever written. To play the part of Rose is exciting, challenging, 

exhilarating, and such an honor. I am having a wonderful time delving 

into the character's multi layered complexities and I'm in awe of the 

talented people with whom I'm sharing the stage.  
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Being cast as Kansas in Gypsy means that I get to have so much fun   

performing and learning from an extremely talented cast and crew  

that feels like a family.  
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It is an honor and a privilege to once again be working so close with 

two women that are so dear to my heart �X 
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Being a part of Gypsy is a special experience for me.   I'm learning so 

much from the amazing cast and crew and I am so excited to play such 

a fun role in this production.  
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This show is set in one of my favorite eras, the 1920s, and I am excited 

that I am able to be a part of it. Hope it'll be as exciting for the                            

audience as it is for me!  
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